Assistant-surgeons shall, as a general rule, be promoted to the rank of surgeon in the order of their seniority in the service, unless unfit for the discharge of their duties from physical or professional incompetence or misconduct. In cases of distinguished service, however, an assistant-surgeon may be promoted without reference to seniority; and in such cases, the recommendation detailing the services for which the officer is proposed for promotion shall be published in the General Orders of the Army, and in the Gazette in which such promotion shall appear.
A surgeon, after twenty years' service in any rank, shall be styled surgeonmajor, but a surgeon of less than twenty years' full-pay service may be promoted to the rank of surgeon-major for distinguished service. The recommendation detailing the services for which the officer is proposed for promotion for distinguished service shall be published in the General Orders of the Army, and in the Gazette in which such promotion shall appear.
A surgeon must have served ten years in our army, with a commission on full pay, of which period two years must have been passed, with the rank of surgeon, in or with a regiment or depot battalion, before he can be promoted to the rank of deputy inspector-general of hospitals.
All promotion from the rank of surgeon or surgeon-major to that ot deputy-inspector, and from the rank of deputy-inspector to that of inspector, shall be given by selection for ability and merit, the selection being made from the whole rank of surgeons, whether styled surgeons or surgeons-major; and the grounds of such selection shall be stated to us in writing, and recorded in the office of our Commander-in-Chief.
A deputy inspector-general of hospitals must have served five years at home, or three abroad, in that rank, before he can be promoted to the rank of inspector-general. 
